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Ground Broken for New Northeast Facility for 
United States Cold Storage

Location in Bethlehem, Pa., Extends Services to the Northeast Corridor and Expands East Coast Presence
Bethlehem, Pa., August 11, 2004 – United States Cold Storage, one of the nation’s oldest and largest providers of refrigerated warehousing and related logistics services in North America, broke ground today for its new Northeast facility, which is the first project at Lehigh Valley Industrial Park VII.


“This location, within the Northeast Corridor -- the largest population center in the United States – is superb for United States Cold Storage and for our customers,” said David Harlan, president and chief executive officer of United States Cold Storage.  “We are happy to continue the strong transportation tradition on this property and believe our customers and our company will be well served by becoming a member of the Lehigh Valley business community,” he said.

United States Cold Storage will immediately begin construction of a 175,000-square-foot refrigerated warehouse for food distribution that will initially employ about 50 people.  “We also decided on Bethlehem because of the strong work ethic of people of this community.  We will be looking for talented, technologically oriented employees who can grow with our team,” said Mr. Harlan.  United States Cold Storage expects to begin operations at Bethlehem in spring 2005.

The Bethlehem facility could be expanded to 600,000 square feet “based on the success of this facility, which will be determined by our employees,” Mr. Harlan said.  The facility will be serviced by two Class 1 railroads – Norfolk Southern and Canadian Pacific – which are connecting carriers of Lehigh Valley Rail Management, the on-site switching and terminal railroad formerly known as the Philadelphia, Bethlehem and New England Railroad, and the BethIntermodal (rail to truck) terminal.  If expanded to 600,000 square feet, the Bethlehem facility of United States Cold Storage would become the company’s largest East Coast facility.

The initial phase of the United States Cold Storage project at Lehigh Valley Industrial Park VII will contain about five million cubic feet of convertible space with temperatures ranging from -20F to +50F with more than 15,500 individually racked pallet positions for the storage of frozen and refrigerated food and other items.  Trucks will be able to pick up and offload at enclosed refrigerated docks that ensure the stable temperature of the frozen or refrigerated products.


“United States Cold Storage is the first company building at Lehigh Valley Industrial Park VII on land that was formerly the home plant of Bethlehem Steel Corporation,” said City of Bethlehem Mayor John Callahan who hosted today’s groundbreaking event.  “The community has long waited for this day when jobs would return to this site, and I am happy to say that this day has finally come,” he said.


Remediation of the land, which was the site of steelmaking and finishing, is critical to its redevelopment.  “Through a strong community partnership between the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, the federal Environmental Protection Agency, our elected state officials and all levels of city government, we are working expeditiously through the process to ensure that the land is redeveloped and the environment and community protected.  We also want to recognize the community spirit and excellent cooperation consistently shown by Lehigh Valley Industrial Park, which has helped locate more than 17,000 jobs in its parks in the past 40 years,” said Mayor Callahan.

Also attending today’s groundbreaking ceremony was Secretary Kathleen McGinty of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania’s Department of Environmental Protection.  “We consider Secretary McGinty and Governor Ed Rendell our full partners in the success of this project.  Without their strong support, we would not be here today celebrating this important event,” the Mayor said.


The site of United States Cold Storage is located in the tract of land formerly known as the Saucon Division where structural steel was rolled for such projects as the Golden Gate Bridge and most of the New York City skyline.  The land was purchased by Lehigh Valley Industrial Park in January 2004 as part of its purchase of more than 1,000 acres for the construction of Lehigh Valley Industrial Park VII at the Bethlehem Commerce Center.  The 30-acre parcel was sold by LVIP to United States Cold Storage in July.  
About United States Cold Storage

United States Cold Storage, Inc. (USCS) is a premier provider of refrigerated warehousing and related logistics services in North America.  The company serves a diverse customer base with requirements ranging from primary storage to fully integrated third-party logistics.  USCS provides the proper storage and handling environment for all chilled and frozen food products. 


The company operates 30 facilities comprising more than 130 million cubic feet of refrigerated space strategically located to provide customers with regional and national distribution services from California, Delaware, Florida, Illinois, Nebraska, North Carolina, Tennessee and Texas.  Its headquarters are in Cherry Hill, N.J., and its National Sales Headquarters offices are in Union City, Calif.


Customized services offered by USCS include PDQ Logistics for cost-saving transportation services, USCS Taskmaster Warehouse Management System for improved warehouse efficiency and accuracy, www.eUSCOLD.com web-based services and a number of efficiency improvement and distribution programs to meet specific customer needs. USCS offers a wide variety of services including single case order pick, freight consolidation and transportation management, blast freezing, bonded storage, import/export programs and packaging.  The company also specializes in ultra low storage for ice cream and novelty products.


As a premium service provider to the food distribution and warehousing industry, USCS has invested in information technology to develop a proprietary warehouse management system with computer-directed functionality utilizing radio frequency bar code scanning.  The system incorporates a comprehensive logistics program (USCS TMS) for efficient load building and distribution support.

 
 USCS traces its roots to 1889 and, in 1982, became a wholly owned subsidiary of the Swire Group, a privately held multinational firm founded in the United Kingdom in 1816.  The parent organization has substantial investments in refrigerated warehousing, shipping, road transport, soft drink manufacturing, aviation, property and trading in the United States, United Kingdom, Australia and Asia.
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